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amongst the citizens of Calcutta, but his heart was always with the suffering
masses in the remotest villages of Bengal. He wished to mix with the masses,
with the neglected poor cultivators, with down-trodden untouchables, While
attending to his wheel and to the songs his heart was amongst those poor
women of East Bengal who had been suffering from starvation and with those
down-trodden villagers who were treated as untouchables. They died of star-
vation for his sake and, for their sake they did not get full meals every day.
He wished to mix with them and try to discern the cause of their woes and
help them in their salvation.

Referring to Dr. Varadarajulu Naidu's appeal, he said that Dr. Naidu
had asked them to join and help the Swaraj Party. To him this appeal
meant that they must do something for swaraj. He could only interpret it in that
way. How could those youngsters present in the meeting enter the Councils?
Chittaranjan might go to the Council With only a few Das Guptas with him
and they had gone there. But all of those present in the meeting could not
aspire for that. Once Chittaranjan Babu had told them at Faridpur to go
to the villages and work with the masses. In the words of Deshbandhu he
could explain his message and say that mere entrance into the Swaraj Party
would be no real work. They must go to the masses and live with them if
they wished to uplift them. They might give a handful of rice as a dole, but
this would not infuse real life and enthusiasm in their heart.

In East Bengal many poor villagers had told him that they had to sit idle
for six months in a year having no work to do. They wanted charkha to be
introduced amongst them. They did not know where charkha could be had
and where they could get cotton. So they must go to them with the message
of charkha and educate them in plying the wheel. They must purchase
khaddar produced by their poor brethren and sisters with yarn spun by them.

Mahatmaji continued, wherever they might go *and travel whether in
Calcutta or in Delhi or in any other city, they must always think of the poor
cultivators, their heart must always be with them, expressing their gratitude
which they morally owed to them. Whatever they ate was produced by
these poor cultivators, whatever amenities they enjoyed in cities was the out-
come of the toil of their starving brothers and sisters. They were leaders
sitting at the desk and writing articles and speeches. But if they wanted to do
something for the masses they must spin and put on khaddar. One sister had
told him that, when she went to East Bengal, she saw people wearing khaddar,
but when she came to cities, she was disappointed to see her sisters with foreign
clothes on. What more painful a fact could be than this!

Alluding to an incident during his Chainparan work, Mahatmaji said that,
in a train his wife met a woman who had only one piece of khaddar with
her. She had told his wife that she used only that piece of cloth always.
When she had to bathe in the Ganges she had to do it with her body practi-
cally naked and would put on that cloth after finishing her bath. This was